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Hoof Trimming 101

Why trim hooves?Why trim hooves?

Maintain skeletal correctness
Prevent lameness
Improve appearance

Bucks pose the greatest challenge
- use trimming stand, calf cradle,   

etc.
At greatest risk:

well fed 
reared on “soft” ground
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white
line

heel

sole

wall

Heel and hoof wall are the 
weight-bearing surfaces.
Heel and hoof wall are the 
weight-bearing surfaces.

$12-15
VERY sharp

$17-22
Good for 
bucks

$45 worthless



3

Be VERY careful

Left Front 
- hoof is too deep
- wall is not parallel 

with coronary
band

Hoof wall grows from 
the coronary band 

downward.  Wall

Coronary
Band
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Left Front
- outsides too long
- heels too long
- excessive hoof on

inside of heels
- excess on inside 

edges of wall

Left Front
- note hoof wall

separation
- level heel to 

toe
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Left Front
- outsides too long
- heels too long
- excessive hoof on

inside of heels
- excess on inside 

edges of sole

Left Front
- wall more parallel 

with hair line
- pasterns appear 

stronger
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Left Front
- sole more parallel 

with hair line
- pasterns appear 

stronger

Left Rear
- toes too long
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Left
Rear

Use the heel and 
coronary band as
reference points.

Use the heel and 
coronary band as
reference points.

Go slow
Be careful

Left Rear
- long toes

(typical of rear hooves)

- excess heel
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Left Rear
(quicked inside toe)

Left Rear
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Thumb

Safety
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