Modified Flotation Method
Technique
· Samples can be stored if refrigerated no more than 24h

Materials
· Fecal flotation solution (Sodium nitrate, Zinc Sulfate, Glucose)
· Tea strainer
· 3/5 oz dixie cups
· Tongue depressors
· Taper bottom 15cc tubes
· Test tube rack
· Microscope slides & 22x22 mm cover slips

[image: ]Add 15 - 17 cc sugar solution to sample


Place 3 - 5 grams of fecal material into a 3oz paper cup (About a thimble full)
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Stir solution & fecal sample to an even consistency.
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Stir solution & fecal sample to an even consistency. (use tea strainer)
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Use a tongue depressor, press as much material through strainer as possible. 


[image: ]1. Pour into 15cc taper bottom centrifuge tube.

2. Centrifuge in swinging arm centrifuge at 900 pm for 5 – 7 minutes.

3. Place tube in rack and top off with sugar solution to form a meniscus.

4. Place 22x22 mm cover slip on tube and leave in place for 2 - 4 minutes.

5. Lift cover slip upward & place on slide.
image1.wmf

image2.wmf

image3.png
toa strainer

50z cup




image4.wmf

image5.wmf

