Sheep Terminology 

Backliner – an externally applied medicine, applied along the backline of a freshly-shorn sheep to control lice or other parasites. In the British Isles called "pour-on". 

Bale – a wool pack containing a specified weight of wool as regulated by industry authorities. 

Bottle lamb or cade lamb – an orphan lamb reared on a bottle. Also "poddy lamb" or "pet lamb". 

Break – a marked thinning of the fleece, producing distinct weakness in one part of the staple. 

Butt – an underweight bale of greasy wool in a standard wool pack. 

Broken-mouth or broken-mouthed – an old sheep which has lost some of its incisor teeth. 

CFA or cast for age – sheep culled because of their age. Also see "cull ewe". 

Clip – all the wool from a flock (in Australian Wool Classing). 

Comeback – the progeny of a mating of a Merino with a British longwool sheep. 

Cull ewe – a ewe no longer suitable for breeding, and sold for meat. 

Crutching – shearing parts of a sheep (especially the hind end of some woollier breeds such as Merino) 

Dags – clumps of dried dung stuck to the wool of a sheep, which may lead to fly-strike
Dagging – clipping off dags. Also see "crutching". 

Dipping – immersing sheep in a plunge or shower dip to kill external parasites. Backliners are now replacing dipping. 

Drench – an oral veterinary medicine administered by a drenching gun (usually an anthelmintic). 

Driving or droving – walking animals from one place to another. 

Earmark – a distinctive mark clipped out of the ear (or sometimes a tattoo inside the ear) to denote ownership and/or age. 

Ear tag – plastic or metal tag clipped to ear, with identification number or name. 

Ewe - a female sheep capable of producing lambs. 
Fleece – the wool covering of a sheep. 

Flock – a group of sheep (or goats).
 Flushing – providing especially nutritious feed in the few weeks before mating to improve fertility, or in the period before birth to increase lamb birth-weight. 

Flushing (eggs/embryo) – removing unfertilised or fertilised egg from an animal; often as part of an embryo transfer procedure. 

Fold (or sheepfold) – a pen in which a flock is kept overnight to keep the sheep safe from predators, or to allow the collection of dung for manure. 

Folding – confining sheep (or other livestock) onto a restricted area for feeding, such as a temporarily fenced part of a root crop field, especially when done repeatedly onto a sequence of areas. 

Foot rot – infectious pododermatitis, a painful hoof disease commonly found in sheep (also goats and cattle), especially when pastured on damp ground. 

Gimmer a young female sheep, usually before her first lamb Also "theave". 

Hogget or hogg – a young sheep of either sex from about 9 to 18 months of age (until it cuts two teeth). Also the meat of a hogget. 

In lamb – pregnant. 

Lamb – a young sheep in its first year. In many eastern countries there is a looser use of the term which may include hoggets. Also the meat of younger sheep. 

Lambing – the process of giving birth in sheep. Also the work of tending lambing ewes (shepherds are said to "lamb" their flocks). 

Lambing jug – a small pen to confine ewes and newly born lambs. 

Lamb marking – the work of earmarking, docking and castration of lambs. 

Lambing percentage – the number of lambs successfully reared in a flock compared with the number of ewes that have been mated – effectively a measure of the success of lambing and the number of multiple births. May vary from around 100% in a hardy mountain flock (where a ewe may not be able to rear more than one lamb safely), to 150% or more in a well-fed lowland flock (whose ewes can more easily support twins or even triplets). 

Lamb's fry – lamb's liver (as food). 

Mob – a group or cohort of sheep of the same breed that have run together under similar environmental conditions since the previous shearing 
Monorchid – a male mammal with only one descended testicle, the other being retained internally. Monorchid sheep are less fertile than full rams. 
Mustering – rounding up all of the sheep (also cattle or horses) into one mob. 

Mutton – the meat of an older sheep. Also an older female sheep to be used for this purpose. 

Old-season lamb – a lamb a year old or more. 

Orf, scabby mouth or contagious ecthyma – a highly contagious viral disease of sheep (and goats) attacking damaged skin areas around the mouth and causing sores, usually affecting lambs in their first year of life. 

Poddy lamb or pet lamb – an orphan lamb reared on a bottle. Also "bottle lamb" or "cade lamb". 

Pour-on – an externally applied medicine, applied along the backline of a freshly-shorn sheep to control lice or other parasites. Also called "backliner". 

Raddle – coloured pigment used to mark sheep for various reasons, such as to show ownership, or to show which lambs belong to which ewe. May be strapped to the chest of a ram, to mark the backs of ewes he tups (different rams may be given different colours). Also a verb ("that ewe's been raddled"). Also "ruddy". 

Ram – an uncastrated adult male sheep. Also tup. 

Riggwelter – a sheep that has fallen onto its back and is unable to get up (usually because of the weight of its fleece). 

Ring – A mob of sheep moving around in a circle. 

Rooing – removing the fleece by hand-plucking. Done once a year in late spring, when the fleece begins to loosen naturally, especially in some breeds. 

Scab or sheep scab – a skin disease of sheep caused by attack by the sheep scab mite Psoroptes ovis, a psoroptid mite. 

Scabby mouth – see orf above. 

Shearling – a yearling sheep before its first shearing. Also see "hogget" and "teg". 

Sheep – the species, or members of it. The plural is the same as the singular, and it can also be used as a mass noun. Normally used of individuals of any age, but in some areas only for those of breeding age. 

Sheepwalk – an area of rough grazing occupied by a particular flock or forming part of a particular farm. 

Shepherd – a stockperson or farmer who looks after sheep while they are in the pasture. 

Shepherding – the act of shepherding sheep, or sheep husbandry more generally. 

Slink – a very young lamb. 
Stag – a ram castrated after about 6 months of age. 

Store – a sheep (or other meat animal) in good average condition, but not fat. Usually bought by dealers to fatten for resale. 

Sucker – an unweaned lamb. 

Teg – a sheep in its second year. Also see "shearling". 

Tup – an alternative term for "ram". 

Tupping – mating in sheep, or the mating season (autumn, for a spring-lambing flock). 

Weaner – a young animal that has been weaned, from its mother, until it is about a year old. 

Wether – a castrated male sheep (or goat). 

Wigging – the removal of wool from around a sheep's eyes to prevent wool blindness. 

Wool-blind – when excessive wool growth that interferes with the normal sight of a sheep. 

Wool pack – a standard-sized woven nylon container manufactured to industry specifications for the transportation of wool. 

Yoke – two crossed pieces of timber or a forked branch that is fixed to the neck of a habitually straying sheep in an attempt to prevent it breaking through hedges and fences. 

